Electrophysiologic studies of perphenazine and protriptyline in a patient with psychotropic drug-induced ventricular fibrillation.
A 51 year old woman sustained ventricular fibrillation while receiving perphenazine and protriptyline. After successful resuscitation and clinical stabilization, cardiac electrophysiologic studies were performed before and after the administration of each of these medications. Perphenazine widened the ventricular echo zone and facilitated induction of short salvoes of ventricular tachycardia (repetitive ventricular response). Protriptyline also widened the ventricular echo zone and allowed easy induction of long runs of ventricular tachycardia. Both psychotropic agents increased the incidence of ventricular dysrhythmias in this patient. The electrophysiologic study is a useful technique in determining the interaction between psychotropic drugs and life-threatening arrhythmias; it may provide a means of identifying the patients with cardiac disease in whom administration of these agents may be fatal.